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shall always mean, where two or more members will do this,
the lowest in rank among them.
§ 6. When any given revenue has to be raised, our main
problem then lies, not within different tax families, but be-
tween the appropriate representatives, or strongest candidates,
from different families. This being so, it is important to
observe that candidates from all families will not always be
available. When the revenue required is very small, relatively
to the income which the community would have in the absence
of taxation, few families will be without a potential representa-
tive. But, as the revenue required becomes larger, more and
more families are forced to withdraw, because the revenue
which their strongest representative could raise is less than
what is needed. It is possible in theory to arrange the different
families in an order according to the maximum revenue which
the strongest member of each can yield. Thus, in a community
all of whose members have equal incomes, if the revenue
required exceeds a certain size, no formula other than a
member of the poll-tax family will avail to raise it. When
the revenue required falls, certain families of regressive
formulae are able to provide members adequate to the task.
For smaller revenues the family of proportionate taxes is
able to do this ; and for still smaller revenues families of
progressive formulae become available. As between formulae
for which the rate of regression or progression is constant for
all values of #, those which are more regressive or less pro-
gressive, in the sense defined in Chapter II, § 6, are com-
petent to provide larger revenues than less regressive or more
progressive formulae. There is one type of formula, that
represented by the equation E =(x -k), when k is a constant,
which deserves more particular mention. This is the type
that would be required, in a community of persons with
dissimilar incomes, to satisfy the canon of equimarginal con-
temporary sacrifice. Obviously, however, under it nobody
would have any interest in securing an income in excess of /c.
Hence, apart, of course, from coercion to work, no revenue
whatever would be forthcoming. In other words, this type
of formula is only available in respect of a nil revenue !
§ 7. As between available formulae, in the sense explained
in the preceding section, certain comparisons can be made in
a general way irrespective of the quantity of revenue that is

